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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1 -1 7 are objected to as lacking an article at the beginning of the claims, 
such as "a" or "the". While there is no set statutory form for claims, the present Office 
practice is to insist that each claim must be the object of a sentence starting with "I (or 
we) claim," "The invention claimed is" (or the equivalent). See MPEP 608.01 (m). 

Claims 1-17 are objected to as having improper formatting. Where a claim sets 
forth a plurality of elements or steps, each element or step of the claim should be 
separated by a line indentation. There may be plural indentations to further segregate 
subcombinations or related steps. See 37 CFR 1.75 and MPEP 608.01 (i)-(p). 

Claims 7, 1 0-1 3 and 1 5-1 7 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in 
improper form because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other 
multiple dependent claim. Also, regarding claim 7, claims should refer to other claims in 
the alternative only. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been 
further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-6, 8, 9, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 
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It is unclear what "the region covered by the rotating sheet transport element" 
means. Particularly, it is unclear what spatial relationship the drag element must have 
with the rotating sheet transport element in order to be considered "in the region 
covered" by it. There is no antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Further, claim 3 recites the limitation "the pivoting element". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Further, claim 14 recites the limitations "the second sheet transport element", 
"the overlap elements" and "the joint axis". There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
these limitations in the claim. 

The claims will be examined as best understood by the examiner. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6, 8, 9 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Evangelista (US 5,114,135). 

Regarding claim 1 , Evangelista discloses a device for depositing sheets for a 
printing machine, preferably an electro-photographically operating printing machine, 
said device comprising at least one rotating drivable sheet transport element, which is 
designed to receive or grasp a leading edge of a sheet and deposit said sheet on a 
stack after said sheet has traveled a path of rotation, and comprising at least one drag 
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element (116) for pulling a sheet that has been deposited on the stack toward a 
mechanical stop, characterized in that the drag element is coupled with the rotation of 
the sheet transport element and is arranged in such a manner that said drag element 
can assume an inoperative position within the region covered by the rotating sheet 
transport element and that said drag element, in order to perform its dragging function, 
can be moved at least partially out of the region covered by the rotating sheet transport 
element. 

Regarding claim 2, Evangelista discloses a device characterized in that the drag 
element is linked in such a manner that it can be pivoted. 

Regarding claim 3, Evangelista discloses a device characterized in that the 
pivoting element is linked in such a manner that, during its rotation in the region of the 
stack, it folds out into its dragging position due to its weight and, in the course of the 
path of rotation, folds in again into its inoperative position. 

Regarding claim 4, Evangelista discloses a device characterized in that, in order 
to achieve the effect of weight, a weight element (114) is connected with the drag 
element. 

Regarding claim 5, Evangelista discloses a device characterized in that the 
weight element (114) substantially has the configuration of an arm. 

Regarding claim 6, Evangelista discloses a device characterized in that the drag 
element (114) is substantially arm-shaped and its free end points essentially in a 
direction opposite the rotary motion. 
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Regarding claim 8, Evangelista discloses a device characterized in that at least 
two coaxially rotatable cooperating sheet transport elements are provided, the first 
sheet transport element (disk element 30) featuring a generated surface acting as a 
support for the sheet, thus essentially predetermining a path of curvature for the sheet 
to be transported, and the second sheet transport element (arm forming the disk slot) 
comprising at least one overlap element to overlap the received leading edge of the 
sheet in such a manner that the leading edge of the sheet can be grasped between said 
overlap element and said generated surface. 

Regarding claim 9, Evangelista discloses a device characterized in that the drag 
element (116) is coupled with the second sheet transport element (arm forming the disk 
slot), and that the drag element, in its inoperative position, is substantially configured 
and positioned, viewed from the front side of the device, approximately in such a 
manner that said drag element is congruent with said overlap element. 

Regarding claim 14, Evangelista discloses a device characterized in that the side 
of the overlap elements of the second sheet transport elements facing the sheet is at a 
radial distance from the joint axis, which is smaller than the overlapped exterior side of 
the sheet applying its thickness to the radius of the generated surfaces of the first sheet 
transport elements, so that the leading edge of the sheet is forced in its travel, in a 
tension-generating manner in the region of the overlap elements, slightly into the 
direction of the joint axis and is thus bent, and that each drag element can also be 
pivoted out over the region covered by the first sheet transport element. 

Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremy Severson whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2209. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey, can be reached on 571-272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jeremy Severson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3653 



/Patrick H. Mackey/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3653 



